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A Novel Way to

“Smaller, Quieter Wind Turbines '
Reduce Reliance on Power Grid, B
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But Cost and Aesthetics Are Issues
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some consumers are harnessing wind power st
in -their own backyards—as long as their m
neighbors don't balk. 20
While wind energy is commonly associated with  d«
massive turbines churning in desolate, windy areas, b«
anew generation of smaller systems made for areas  he
with moderate wind is hitting the market. The latest  th
small turbines, which resemble a ship propeller on
apole, have three blades, are up to 24 feet indiame-  p:
ter and are usually perched on stand-alone towers 1la
between 35 and 140 feet high. The systems have the —m
potential to save consumers between 30% and 90% et
on their electricbills, manufacturers say, and prom-  bi
ise to make no more noise than an air conditioner.  fo
But tapping so-called small wind using a high-tech m

I N THE LATEST BID to trim énergy bills, to



